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THE TRUTH 

COMES FROM ABROAD 



Sanctified Hypocrites Meet With Failure in England 
and Big Audiences Nothing but 
Empty Seats 



(ny C. Cohen.! 
Torrey nnd AlB iaa fla r Bate i" ' 
Knglnnd. 

II was BfttlinU thai Iti«ir I ■«.<, ' 

should meet with m e m as i W 
dying press will testify. 

The truth is, Bftef all, that tin-' 
trip was a failure M will be urn'.' 

stood by the fc.iir.winK froa the ;>• 



He 



Not 



reiigim 



r the 



press was I1M ' 
llllBtBTimi ncicssl 
Mai made to »h< 
that time the Torrey-AI-v IB* r Mis- 
sion was in full swing, and It had 
been preceded by the Welsh revival 
under Kvan Bob. rts, as that hnd been 
preceded by Hie l ulled Free Church 



• tlH<« 



, that l 



thousands. I.:. din. to a ureal sphituu. 

ussuranres thai niateriaisin is <1<" e 
discredited, and that the higher spirit 
uallstic philosophy lias boon winning 
all Bhai the line. Of coin s . Ik©* 
who had any concept Ion of the facts 
of the case took all these statements 
fur what th«,y wore worth, nni were 
quite content to let Chrstiau Ionian- 
cists get all the . . a< infect ion posB 
imaginative productions. Fads r« - 
main facts when all is said and dune, 
and the tendency of the ng. ,s no 
likely to be reversed by the ill timed 
Jubilations of hysterical religion's'".. 
It is Imh than a hundred y. ars shVM 
pod bcxik In on hour than can be 
the Catholic Church admitted the re 
volution of the earth around the sun. 

n couple of centuries bt ou r 
Outsiders knew all along »W ,hos " 
Chrlstinii captures were worth. While 
Mcssers. Torre y and Alexander were 

preaching at the Alb< rl Ball to sparse 

congregations, many of the dally pap- 

4 published the lie about paekc 

i and crowds tune d away. 
I Journals repeated the tales 
„!■ Torrey's converts, although one or 
1*0 of the papers P ported that Tt»T 
l-ev seemed lo be tile only one , i< • 
ent who BOUM see Hum. He dis- 
cerned Ibetu with the <ye Of Uith. 
Those who know bow this mis-don 
business is run know how worthless 
I these statistics of conversion are. 
Aparl from the positive lbs WhWl 
of these professional mis- 
s shrink from tilling, tin 



hardly I 



call 



...ul- 



asked for evidence of the success < 
l hot.- propaganda they might w< 
point to these fl^ur. s and these li 

out of the ranks of the believers do. 
not chronicle hit defection — vi rj f< 



■ hav, 



and offer no encouragement fo per- 
sonal testimony.' Hut the result Is 
there, and Is shown In the lignres 
and in the laments. We light witli 
lime and evolution on our side, and 
.an afford to look with confidence to 



>8Ult. 



the 



of the Church ■lump, the Christian 
per© ptiOD <>r tn.-ir real nature,, but 
obviously lacks the courage to press 
its suspicions too closely. It thinks 
that the rush from village to town, 
and even the migrations within the 
city from centre f suberb, may be 
responsible for much of the leakage 



If 



•.•ligio 



vietlon. and church membership more 
than a social convention, thee* 
would not be at the mercy of a mi- 
gration from village to town, or from 
city to suburb. It is really because 
religious belief s nowadays little more 
than a social', cmviution. often sup- 
that 

leased from t\ social leash fuller 
play is given tc^ his real feelings 
and opinions. It means that people 
can only be kept up to the religious 
standard so long as coercion of some 
sort Is applied. Abolish this, give 
each person perfect freedom of ac- 
tion, and churches and chapels 
would soon become howling wilder- 
nesses of empty beirchcs. 

So, too, with the cause found in 
the unpopularity of preachers or of 
sermons. Of course, (lie man and 
tie message will always hav- its In- 
fluence. Still, no one can study the 
modi m pulpit without realising thai 
what the people want is to be enter- 
tained, and what the most popular 
preachers do is to try and entertain 
them. The entertainment being 
given, people will go to church, other 
things equal, as they go to a music 



nd r 



named by 



i< ntly ^ 



(ill!.-"..' 



mis: 



, after mission, getting saved at im 
much as a confirmed drunkard would 
make g round of the pUbllC bOOBS*, 
did a system of free drinks Mbit 
The monotony of the 'experiences 

recoaatefl, sad the identical paraae 

OlOgy used, are alone enough to show 
Ihut we are dealing with experience! 
hands at the game. TtM net rWWH 
of which is thai all these missions 
are run to provide a little in. ntal 
lUSStlHtltr for ■ variety of Chrsllans 
who are too mentally tabby BB seek 
It In other directions, and far too 
larking in soundings of character to 
develop the outlet of n healthy vice. 
Apart from this, their only function 
Is to provide employment for a BUB 
ber of specialists in revivalism, a 
class of men who would certainly 
not' fas tolerated in a le althy organ- 



ized • 



r the Churches BMat 
take their courage in both hands and 
face fncts, ulld the Christian World, 
lu a leading article on the subject, 
takes a gloomy vie* of the Huaiion 
it points out that th- ftgures of H* » 
leyan Methodist Church, showing a 
decrease of MO full m nib. i . MOO 
over MM on 



The 

World are not causes, but symptoms. 
The real causes lie much deep, r than 
anything touohal on byv the writer 
of the article, and these are that the 
churches no longer |k>ss. ss an) social 
or intellectual vitality. Even ordin- 
ary people are beginning to realise 
thai on no single subject of impor- 
tance hqs any of the church, s an 
Independent message to deliver thut 
is worth hearing. For all their 
science, their philosophy, or their 
sociology, they have to turn els wh. re 
All they get within the churches Is a 
very faint echo of the besl thai can 
be got outside. They are so nccus- 
tomed to this that thev hav. e. as .1 
to regard it as in any way remarks- 
able Unit iiiey have to go to outsiders 
for the truest knowledge on the matt, r 
gtlU, accusl >med as people are to 

the absurdity of maintaining an arm* 
of men with nothing Important i" 
loach, and nothing of any value to 
do, gradually forces itself upon them. 
People nr.- no longer Basils Imposed 
uiKin by the supposed learning or 
power of the clergy. Outside Influen- 
ce! teach them how much this is 



i thai 



junioi 



mem b< 
ire dis.p 



bellev. 



the Wesleyan 
Church is symptomatic of the rest. 
The most successful cannot keep 
pace with the growth of population: 
the least successful show an actual 
decrease. When Freethinkers an 



jould 



gathered from sermons In a mouth. 
If they think, they realise what a 
game of makebelleve the whole thing 
is: while a growing number agree 
with Husk in t hat- 
in general, any man s becom- 
ing a clergyman In these days 
Implies that, at best, his senti- 
ment has overpowered bis Intel- 
lect; and that whatever the f' o 
bleness of the latter, the victory 



of his impertinent piety has been 
probably owing to Its alliance 
with his conceit, and its promise 
being regarded as an oracle, 
without the trouble of becoming 
wise or ttM grief of being so." 
I'he Christian World writer thinks 



■ . li- 



ra t her thl 



gel line nmedl's one must have a 
knowledge of causes, oilierwlse lit- 
tle that can be done will be of avail.! 
And In this case, the only remedies 
that would he of use are Impossible. 
If the united action of the churches j 

posjsjbty 



er asking Hint lie contribute to the 

cause of the emancipation of little 

children. He replied, but, instead of 
agreeing with the lady he took a firm 
stand in favor of working of the 
children an. I I presume it can only be 

m< lit < I. rests and dividends. I 

am oranti nl to let the PI sale's readers 
judge for themselves If you can Bad 
room for the letters, which are as 
follows — 

Mrs. Bowen's Letter 



mid 



the 



win yea 



islied. and my si i. al^ affinities rein- 
troduced: if causation can be replae 
ed byy miracle, and natural forces 
spirits; If evolution can be re- 
ed by special creation, and brat* 
disease by demonlacle possession, 
•ducat ion can be abolished, end 
rem and earth repeopled li the 



they would not h es it ate to use If they 
could. But if thl SI things cannot be 
•. then the case is truly ho.ieless. 
»r, really, nothing less than a rev- 
olution of this kind can ever give 
ick to rellgglon its lost power. All 
liglon is built upon the beller that 
e world is ruled by arbitrary ■ lp.-r- 



iracle-worker, the Intern), diary be 
•oen man and the supposed rape* 
natural— for a cash consideration 
This function Is seen plainly enough 
in the savage medicine man. It Is al 
most equally evident with the Catho 
lie prbst, nnd it can be seen in the 
ordination of the Protestant eergy- 
man and in the "call" of the dissent 
ing preacher. All the power and in- 



i p.. 



Slates gi\ing each to help email 
cipate. themf 

"Th* national child labor committee 
in. satdertaken sat immense task. The 
Indorsement of President Hoosevelt, 
■ t-PlMIJ. ni Cleveland and hundreds 
of our foremost citizens proves the 
won hint ss of our cause. We are lead- 
Ing an snti-ehlM labor movement that 
is growing so rapidly we cannot keep 
up with it unless we have more funds. 
State afier state Is appealing to us 
for direct ion and aid in locul cam- 
paigns, and we cannot resfioiid. If 
tin- Am. rican citizens, bettenrtag in 
protection to the helpless, do not aid 

BB, m .-' of the good Iready done 
will be lost." 

T« en';, live dollars .nvested un- 



HOW THE DOOM 

OF DOGMA GAME 

The Intellectual Food Offared by Theology Only Cre- 
ated Doubt and Led to a Complete 
Rejection of Faith 



(By Henry Krnnk.l 



.li.-hci 



To- 



.lirei 



i thu 



I) Spe 



effon 



trike 



which 



are ptepal 
irlll b.' i. It lor generations to come. 
Will you give us your help to the 
extent of US, payable anytime you 
desire within the next six months." 
The reply to that letter. Mr. Bowen 
replied in part, as follows: — 



sition from blind faith to right rea- 
son and in showing the point at which 

the final change came, says: 

Tie- struggle with my conscience 
was becoming intense. I was being 
for. . .1 to ash my self whether I was 
paying with my own soul and if the 
time must not inevitably come when 
I would throw the dice nnd cross the 
Rubicon. 

Ifan and HkOrB I beard the doctrines 
which I had caused mys. If to believe 
as the truth scoffed at and slyly mock- 
ed among the retry men who iii pub- 
lic so grandillquently stood as th> ir 



r. In 



ml. -in 



• lltll 



hablla- 
out my 



this belief 



educated | 



bow modifkd 



pie 



/ no 



they look up to the rl.rgy 
on account of their superior learning. 
This might have been done while ed- 
ucation was the privilege of a few, 
and the abllilyy to read and write 
suggesied something of an occult 
quality. But reading and writing is 
now universal. The clergy are no 
longer looked up to. they are rather 
looked down uiH.u No one of any 
standing values their opinion as 
ell ruym. n. while as a class they are 
m B tally inferior to any other body 
of cduenl.d men in I'.ie community. 
They have had their day. and can 
only maintain themselves yb pander 
Ing to passion and prejudice, and act- 
ing as the protectors of interest that 
but for them, might have long since 
disappeared. 

The problem for the Christian 
World to Solve If It would save Chris- 
tianity is. then, simple— In statement. 
It Is to find out how to turn back the 
whole tide, of civilisation and to re- 
create the me nt a l nnd social con- 
dition of the Hark Ages. Only this, 
and nothing more. 



CHILD 

LABOR IN NATION 



Approved by a New York Banker 
Keeps An Eye Upon His Inten 



illy steiia Bardie) , 

nee l expect that the lion and | 
lb could agree UPOfl BBaethBBS I 
BMl policy that would be Bj*l 
. ,,, bath. The lion's ways are i 



glass I ictoies, textile mills and -oa 

thotM nd peraoM in the United State, 
giving *2.V each to help emaneipan 
them The national child labor com 
mittci Iihs undertaken an_ immense, 
task yr.- are leading In sa suW'JhTfd 
Utfcl i movement that is growing so 
rapid llj that we cannot keep up with 
it unless are have more funds. Two 
million boys and girls, under 16, In 
this country are working while other 
children play and go to school." 

"Now, 1 will venture to |*edlct that 
mora usofbJ men and men who will do 
thtngl in the interest of the huan race 
will giow form these S,00O,0M workers 

than wflj from 4. ,0M of the same 

age who do nothing but play and go 
to s< I ool. : judge from my own ex 
periei ce an l observation, and from 
the i esthnony of many successful 
men. I know that I spent much of my 
time betWMU the ages of II and It 
working In a bank, a stone t|iliirry. 
•ran I .use and at various times other 
things, some hues for wat.es and some- 
times for wages and sometimes with- 
out, i nd not only think it was no In 
|nr) to me on the whole, but a great 
benefit toward developing my mental 
and i lysical powers. 1 have seen and 
talk, l with many successful men. and 
so far as I know, they have generally 
lean d habits of tatfjaatry, long be 

fore he age of Hi. 

T-««k over the historv of the sue- 

oeeal il men oi NewTorh, the men who 
an doing things worth while. Tor 
tbemserrea ami others. Bee if the] 
have not worked and worked hard 
for long hours, before they wen- six 

people of this country that everything 
should be ngulated by the legists 
urea In my opinion, there an- far 
ioo many laws 'now and most of iln-m 
mad. by Impractical men. but few of 
them enforced, nnd It Is a good thini: 



own int.rpretation, which 
conflict with his. and yet which I be- 
lieved was a logical confutation be- 
cause founded on the very premie-s 
which he himself set forth. 

It was a beautiful autumn day in 
Minnesota Three of us were drift 

t on r.nc of tfhmeeou j * 
far BhMMa lakes. One was a voung 
man who has ainoe bean recognized as 
one of the most successful pulpit 
orators and platform lecturers in the 
Methodist Church and who In those 
days was one of my particular chums. 
The other possessed of a more prac 
tlcal mind , has since been given 



reasoning without actually performing 
it if you want to hold the crowd. 
U'hai ttM people want to these days 
is pictorial eloquence and warm act- 
ion in delivery. That captures them 
every time." 

mean to tell me the church 
to this? Do our audiences 
consist of nothing more than assem- 
blages of emotional animal whom we 
Uckle, as the visitors of the Zoo 
ttekla the slephanta with peanuts and 
candy? 

The practical and commercially in- 
clined member of this social trinity 
blurted out in a bblunder and more 
monitory fashion: "Frank, listen to 

e, do you or don't you want to 

main in the Methodist ministry?" 

"Naturally, I intend to remain." 

"Well, then, tain the advice of a 
friend; burn up the manuscript and 
never let the Elder or Bishop know 
that you entertained such notions. 
If you do, It's all day with you." 

Uisgust mingled with condemnation 
In my heart and I responded by say- 
ing that if it meant the stultification 
of my conscience and the price I 
must pay for my ministerial berth I 
was hoartnntBg to think I would prefer 
to sacrifice the latter to the former, 
so the years were wearing away and 
and more the conviction was coming 
to me that all the youthful uaciifl 
social. 

becoming a minister In an orthodox 
church were worse than the spend- 



the 



cial 1 



i his < 



minister by being made one of the 
agents of the .Methodist Book Con 
corn, a very responsible |K>sition in 
this great church. 

When the poise of our spirits had 
come to reflect the sweet calmness of 
the dceji blue sky above and the 
placid grey-green waters beneath, and 
•re were in such mental mood 
be recipient of intellectual food and 
susceptible to discussion, slyly I drew 
from my breast-pocket the little man 
User! pi I had written In criticism of 



What 



i-fly . 



had 



the 

slowly read it to them. 

Ardently they listened, with minds 
critically inclined. Occasionally they 
would look at each other aud express 
.•ither approval or surprise. But what- 
ever their feelings, they respected 
mine ami clearly saw that I was sin 



pointed me was that the 
arguments I had advanced were mani- 
festly unanswerable by these two lead- 
ing church lights, and yet despite the 
truthfulness of my contention they 
preferred to swallow the vloation of 
intellectual i 
air of faith t 
able social position. 

lias experienced the 
; such disclosures 
something pltiablj 
naive in the critical remarks of some 
of the glib reviewers of "The Doom of 
DognMC Who prate about the apparent 
dishonesty of a man continuing to 
preach in a church whose doctrinal 
Standards ha has been forced run- 

sclentlooaty to n lect. It is so much 
easier for thsaa respectable casuists 

to discover the honesty of a man who 



the 



• and . 



t. indeed I 



uses to let the world know his doubts 
hough they be dark as nimbus clouds, 
baa the honesty of the man who 
Is and yet lingers to confound the 
eerity Of those whose miseduca- 
has dulled the edge of their con- 



ln> 



ther 



f the 



the 



MMll.l 



del 



e\pe 



Tn. 



York 

banker full-d to agree with those who 
nr, recking to Stamp out child bthW 
in the Datted States. 

i have been deeply laapreeaed with 
the perusal of two I. tiers which ap-j 
peared in the New York Commercial 
a few days ago. Associated with 
K. lix Adler, and other humanitarians 
In the work of protecting childhood 
of th- nation, to save- them and spare 
them from becoming dwarf, d both 
mental and physically by dose con- 
finement, tit a tender aue. In the mills 
aud factories, is Mrs. Lillian 1». Wald. 
of New York. It will be seen from 
the correspondence that she had ad- 
dressed a letter to a New York bank 



fuie 



Id lead me to bell, re that moat 
SB are reasonably honest and 
good Intentions, hut there is 
B misery and poverty and vice n 
world because boys and girls are 
laught habits of Industry and use- 



" While there are excel, lions to the 

nil.- I batteve ihat aaaployera generally 
are Interested in the welfare of their 
employes and do more for their n al 
iip. rest than most of their critics 
WOUhl do if they were in the employ- 

.-i s poatUca, 

If it were practical to pass laws to 
compel every child In the country, 
eight or ten years of age, to work and 



iC.mtiuu.d on Page I i 



made it clear to them that the pap 
was a pareonal document and confess- 
ed the burden of my heart no less 
than the thoughts of my brain, was 
soon made evident. At last I finished. 
A dead silence settled on us all I 
was embarrassed. I wanted honest 
criticism. I heard What might mean 
either disdain or laudation. 

Finally my nearest chum, with 
Whoa) in coll. ge 1 had often engau.-d 
in mental wrestling matches and who 
has since developed into the most 
popular rhetorician in the church, 
ventured an opinion. But It was not 
a critlclam. It was indifferent per 
slflage. "Why on earth. Frank, do 

reeling the dead past and tryinu to 
reconstruct it In line with the lh ing 
present? The Atonement - isn't meant 
in these days to demand our reason- j 
ing powers but our [lowers of Imagi- 
nation. There is no conception In the 
history of man that can be made as 
to excite the lachrymal glands of the 
crowd as the picture of Jesua on the 
Croaa Dw< n on thai and not on the " was at OIU ' of tm * lar s est confer- 

theolog) Oi the t tenement anil Voa'll I encea In the Northwest, in the dust 
can-, ihe audience with you every 1,10 twilight, immediately preceding 
tjaae." I adjournment sine die, that then tome 

"But." 1 said, "brother, you float ■ depressing confession was made, 
mean to insist that religion Is all II was the s. nsatiou that shocked the 
feeling and that reason and thought 'lulet hours of the concluding session, 
hav. BO serious .dace In It?" I It Had been well known to all the 

• No. of course not. But you must ■ 

learn the art of the semblance of | (Continued on Page 4.) 



Nevertheless, in the course of time 
the spiritual burden one must carry 
who struggles to rise above the "an- 
noyances of conscience" that he may 
adjusi himself to the requirements of 
traditional respectability, becomes al- 
together too onerous to be endured, 
.lust as I was approaching the pin- 
nacle of my youthful ambitions and 
my name was beginning to lie heard 
iii the annals of the church, it began 
lo ba apparent to me that not many 
mouths 
public c 

sary and the abandonment of the 
minisiry a conscientious obligation. 

The last crashing experience 1 eu- 
BOUntered at the disappointing period 
was the manifest relief the authori- 
ties of Um church evince when one 
has been to them. " a thorn in the 

leek" 
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THE TRUTH 

COMES FROM ABROAD 



Sanctified Hypocrites Meet With Failure in England 
and Big Audiences Nothing but 
Empty Seats 



(By <'. OofcMh) 

Turn')' and Alexander BeTS I 

Knglnnd. 

II was iiutiirul Hint tlulr eflo 
should meet with success M a " 

tiyiiiK ursae win testify. 

The truth in. after all. thai lh 
trip til :i failure | | will be urn' 
stood by the following Horn the t 
of C. Cohen ill the London Tt 
thinker. He cays: — 

Not very loug ago, the 

press was UM With secret 

numerous accessions thai WM toOl 
iHlBg made to the Christian ranks. At 
thai lime- Hi.- Torre>-Al">".tidT atte> 
rilon was In full swing, and It had 
\„ vu preceded by the Welsh revival 
under Bvaa Roberta, as that tad baa* 

preceded h.v the (Jutted l-'rco Church 
Mission and limllar iik.\ . in.-nls. And 
since I bene DUaslona, that w> ve. so It 
was reported, securing souls by the 
thousands leading 10 a great spiritual 

revival. etc., there have been nuineroils 
assurances that mnlerinism is qui .' 
discredited, and that the higher spirit- 
ualistic philosophy has been wlnn'ng 
all nlong the line. Of routs.'. thus- 
who bad tiny conception of 'he facts 
of the case took ull these statements 
for what they were worlh. an I 
quite content to let Chrstlan roman- 
Cists get .ill Ihe .aui.lae.,..!. UOl it* 
linaginative productions. Facts re- 
main facts when all is said and done, 
and tl» tendency of the age is net 
likely to be reversed by the 111 timed 
jubilations of hysterical religionist 
It Is less than u hundred years atM 
good l>ook in an hour than can be 
da catholic chinch admitted the H 

volution of the emrto around tin- sun, 
I, in schoidboys knew it to be bo near ) 

n couple of 01 aturtet bt fere 
Outsiders knew all along whal (MM 

Christian CBptUr. - WOTS worth. While 
Messers. TOrrej and Al.-\audef Wet* 
preaching at th.' Albert Hall to sparse 
congregations, many of the dally pap- 



•d for evidence Ot the success of 
r propaganda they might well 
point to these pgurea and ties, I*- 
mentations. Every pt rson who drops 
out of the ranks of Hie belieren do. 
nut chronicle hit defection— very few 
do; and we have no penitent form 
and offer no encouragement to per 
gonal ' testimony.' Hut the reeull i 
here, and la shown in the figures 
and in the laments. We fight with 
BllgkMI "me and evolution on our side, and 
,„• tne can afford to look with confidence to 
the result, 

When It cornea to deal with the causes 
of the Church slump, the Christian 
perci pUoa of tneir real nature,, but 
obviously lacks the courage In press 
its suspicious too closely. It thinks 
that the rush from village to towu, 
en the migrations within th" 

iible for much of the leakage 
, it may Immediately, but not 
Bly. If religious belief was 



1 of t 



rey seemed to" be the only 
ent Who ciuld see them, 
emed them with the .ye of faith 
Those who know how this mission 
busir. ss Is run know how worthless 



tthei 

Apa 



hardly any of these pro* ssioual mis 
sloners shrink from filing, the 
nine respond s to 1 he call lor 
comes (KM those who visit mi 



ane. and set the sun traveling 
d It Instead of It traveling round 
sun; If gravitation can he si'>ol- 
ished, and mystical^ affinities rein- 
troduced: if causation can be rep lac 
ed hyy miracle, and natural force.* 
byy spirits; If evolution ran he re 
ilar. d by special creation, and bfaia 

If Mducatioii can be abolisl 



churches have a remedy, and one 
they would not hesitate to use It th.y 
could. Hut if these things cannot be 
done, then the case Is truly hopeless. 

ally, nothing less than a rev- 



vlctlon, and church membership more 
than a social convention, these 
would not be at the mercy of a mi- 
gration from village to town, or from 
city to suburb. It Is really because 
digious belief .s nowadays little more 
tan a social', convention, often sup- 



v HK)W 



that wh 



1 finds hitnse 



octal 



give! 



It 1 



and opinions. 

only be kept uj» to the religious 
standard no long as coercion of some 
sort Is applied. Altollsh this, give 
each person perfect freedom ol ac- 
tion, and churches and chapels 
would soon become howling wilder- 
>es of empty beifehes. 
,. too, with the cause found in 
unpopularity of preachers or ol 



ssage will always hav. its In- 
Still, no one can study the 
mod. m pulp" without realising that 

ied away. *bat the people want is to I nter 

tamed, and what the most popular 
preachers do is to try and entertain 
them. The entertainment being 
given, people will go to church, other 
,11s- things equal as they go to a^ music 



The things named by the Christian 
of conversion are. World are not causes, but symptoms, 
the positive lies which The real causes Ite much deeper than 
- • -« nis- anything to.tched on byv the write, 
(en- of the article, and these nre that the 
nils churches no longer possess any social 
1 intellectual vitality. Even ordln 

- .- —.0.HH" 



, after mission, getting saved ... 

„„„!, as a eenll.tned drunkard would 
make a round Of Hie IW»«*« ' h 

did a svstem of free drinks exist. 
The monotony of the "experiences" 
recounted, and the identical phrase 
ology used, are alone enough to show 

thiii we at-.- dealing with experienced 

hands at the gam-. The net raaWTi 
of which is that all these BtiaalQ us 
are run to provide a little in. ntal 
dissipation for a variety of Chrstluns 
who are too mentally Batty M 
It in other directions, and far too 
lacking In soundn. ss of character to 
,l,o..l..n the outlet of a henllh.V vice. 

it. Is their onlv function 



.ire beginning 
t on no single aubjt cl 
Be has .my of the el 

worth hearing. Por 

science, their philosophy 

sociology. I hey have to I urn els wh 



All th. 



Apa 



ber of spe 



iali-t 
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the 



gel within the churches 
Inl echo of the best that . 
outside. They are so act 
to this that thev have cea 



a in 1 



now I. . 



.11 tie 



■ot he tolerated hi I a( iNW organ 

ized comiuunity. 

Sooner Of later the Churches must 
take their courage in both hands and 
n.ce facts, and the Christian World, 
in a lea dm j article on the subject, 
takes a gloomy view of the situation 
It points out thai the figures of W. s- 
leyan Methodist Church, showing a 
1,1,,, ,M of |M full members. MM 

jmii o.' msaafcera, and over MM oa 

trial, are dls<|Uleting to i.ll believers, 
the more so because the Wesleyan 
Church Is symptomatic of the rest. 
The most successful cannot keep 
p„ee with the growth of population; 
ti... least successful show an actual 

when freethinker! are 



Still, urcii.-iomed as people are t. 
this, and assenting to It as they do 
the absurdity of maintaining an nine 
„f „,en wl h nothing important t< 
teach, and nothing of any value ti 
do. gradually forces itself upon them 
People are no longer eaatl) impose. 
,ou by the sup|)osed learning 01 
,w, r ot the clergy. Outside inftuen 
... la* b litem how much this If 
„ ;h. and their own exp< rlon< It 

And that moro can be got from i 
gathered from sermons In a month 
It they think, they realise what ( 
name of makebelieve the whole thing 

1; while .1 growing number agree 

li li Huskin that — 

Ing a clergyman In th.se days 
Implies that, at best, his sentl 
ment has overpowered his Intel 
lect; and that whatever the fee 
bleneaa of the latter, the victor] 



tout Hie 



ouble of becoming 
;rlef of being so." 
,'orld writer thinks 



The Christ 
the position demands a search for 
remedies rather than causes. Bat to 
1 rue 1. medi' s on.- must have a 
knowhdge of causes, otherwise lit- 
1 lint can be done will be of avail. 



, the only 1 
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stand In favor of working of the 
children ami I presume H can only be 
on th< ground that it Insures the pay. 

t of ini. tests and dividends. I 

am OBfltenl to let the Blade's readers 
judge 1. r themaeivea If you can llnd 
room for the letters, which are as 
follows — 

Mrs. Bowen's Letter 



lie 



Mr. 



: Do y 



I 1 hat 



and 1 1 



thousand! 01 our little, undeveloped 
cliildr<n at\' working for wages In 
sweat -shops, glass factories textile 
mills and coal mines". W ill you be 
one o! the 1,'teu persons in th* United 
Stat., giving |S8 each to help eman- 
cipate them? 

The national child labor committee 
has OadertakeS an immense task. The 
Indorsement of President Iioosev. it, 



HOW THE DOOM 

OF DOGMA GAME 

The Intellectual Food Offared by Theology Only Cre- 
ated Doubt and Led to a Complete 
Rejection of Faith 



(By Henry Frank. 1 



nd 



To- 



tag Hi" 'lev 



of 



tural i 
lldlty 



elllg 



The clergyman Is fundam. Btally the 
irncle-worker, the Internn diary he 
•ceii man and the supposed lUUef 
natural— for a cash eoaaMtaratlOfl 
Is function is seen philnly enough 
the savage medicine tnan, it is al- 
3t llpaTlj evident with the Catho- 



up 1 



we are lead- 

vement that 
more innds. 



State after state Is a 
for direction and aid 
paigns, and we cannot respond. U 
the Atii'i ican citizens, beli. vlng in 
,,n.ie< ion to the helple* . do not aid 
us. Bjtoel of the good Iready done 
will be lost.' 

T«entytivo dollars invested un- 
der our direction will ,o more than 
-."..out) ipi ni In unorganized effort. We 
are prepared to strike blows which 
will be f. It lor generations to come. 
Will you give us your help to the 
. xtent of S23. payable anytime you 
desire within the next six months." 
The reply to that letter. Mr. Bowen 
replied in part, as fol lov 



slilon from blind faith to right rea- 
son and in showing the point ut which 
the feial change came, says: 

The Struggle with my conscience 
was becoming intense. I was being 
lore . I to a.-k mraeM whether I was 
paying with my own soul and If the 
time mail not Inevitably come when 
I would throw the dice and cross the 
Rubicon. 

More and mor. | heard thd doctrines 
which 1 had caused mys. If to believe 
as (he 'ruth scoffed at and slyly mock- 
ed timoim the verry men who in pub- 
lic so graadiUquently stood as ib lr 



natlo 



I It < 
of the 



do 
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' diss 
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All t 



fluenee of th clergy depend! upon 
this belief, no matter how modified 
or dt aggOla pd it may be Hut really 
educated people no longer b. H. ve in 
interc.B.ry isiwer of ihv- .. .Si- 
r can thff look up to the clergy 
„ account oh their superior learning. 
This might have been done while ed- 
catlon wus the privilege of a few, 
nd the abilltyy to read and write 
■ggeated something of an occult 
quality. But reading ami writing Is 

rsal. The clergy are 
longer looked up to. they nre ruther 
looked down upon. No one or any 
standing values their opinion as 
dergyaaen, while as a class they are 
oentallj Interior to .my other body 
,r educated raea in the community. 

They have had their day, and can 
.nly maintain themselves yb pander- 
ing to paaatM and prejudice, and act- 
, .lectors of interest that 
but for them, might have long since 
disappeared. 

The problem for the Christlnn 
World to solve if It Would save Chris- 
tianlty Is. then, simple— in statement. 
It Is to find out how to turn back the 
whole tide, of civilisation and to re- 
create the mental and social con- 
dition of the Hark Ages. Only this, 
and nothing moro. 



CHILD 

LABOR IN NATION 



Approved by a New York Banker 
Keeps An Eye Upon His Inter 
And Dividend Payments. 



the bUtt could agree I 
of personal policy that would be ac- 
ceptable to both. The lion s ways are 
not the lamb s ways. Tn.n BM need 
not be surprised that a New York 
banker Halted to agree with those who 
in 1 . king to stamp out child lalMtr 
In the Datted Stntes. 

I have beep deeplv impressed with 
tltc perusal of two 1. ti. rs which ap- 
peared In the KeW York Commercial 
a few days ago. Associated with 
Felix Adler. and other huinauii | rians 

of tie- nation, to save M em and spare 
them from becomini; dwarf, d both 
mental and physical)' I BBMC .on 
nnement. at a tender age. in the mills 
and factories. Is Mrs. Lillian IV Wald. 
of New York. It will be seen from 
the correspondence that she bad ad- 
dressed a letter to a New York bank 



of our little undeveloped children are 
• MrUag tor wages in sweat-shops, 
glaaa letorea, textile mills and coal 
mines " A ill you be one of one 
thooaand peraorM in the I'nited States 
giving i25, each to help emancipate 
ih. m The national child labor com- 
mute/ has undertaken ap tatmeaao 
ft ire leading it, an ailWniii! 
labor movement that is growing so 
rapid! i that we cannot keep up with 
it unless we have more funds. Two 
million boys and girls, under 16, In 
this country are working while other 
children play and go to school." 

"Now. I will venture to |iredict that 
more uaefhl men and men who will do 
Lhlngi in the interest of the huan race 
will aro# form these 2,00.\0un workers 
than 111 from l.noo.non of the same 
age who do nothing but play and go 
to si 1 ool. : judge from my own ex 
periei ce an I ObBt rvatior,, and from 
the «4fheouy of many successful 
nun. : know that I spent much of my 
lime between the ages of in and If. 
working In a bank, a stone quarry, 
warehouse and at various times other 
things, some itnes lor wai.es and some, 
times for wages and sometimes with- 
out. ; ud not only think it was no In- 

and r.iyslcat powers. 1 have seen and 
talke i with many ■aeoaaalul men. ami 
so far aa I know, they have gen, raHv 
learn d habits of Industry, long be 
fore he age of 16. 

"Loot ov. r the hlstorv of the sue- 
ceaaful men of New York, the men who 
nr. doing things worth while, for 
themselves gad others. See If thev 
have not worked and worked hard 
for long hours, before they were six 
te« ii years of age. 

"TlMN se.-nis lo be a feeling work- 
ed up ainoni'st a large portion of the 
people of this country that everything 
should be icgulnted by the legisla 
tures lu my opinion, there ate far 
i.Mi many lawaSiow and most of them 
mad. by Impractical men. but few of 
i hem enforced, and it is a good tiling 
that they are not, for it would take 

and the result would be detrimental 
My observation and experience 
would lead me to batter* that most 
people are reasonably honest and 
have good Intentions, hut there is 
more misery and poveitj and vice in 
■ h' world hecnuse boys and girls are 
not laught habits of Indusiry and use- 
tohseaa at an early age than all other 
causes combined. 

•While there ate exceptions to the 
rule, 1 bellev that angaloyen generally 
are Interested in the welfare of their 
employes and do more tor their real 
interest than most of their critics 
would do If (hey were in the employ- 

lf It were practical to pass laws to 
conii»el every child In the country, 
eight or ten years of age. to work and 



•hie def, lis,, oi the traditional doctrine, 
dressed, however. In modern habila- 
ments, I made hold to write out my 
own interpretation, which was the 
conilici with his. and yet which I be- 
lieved was a logical confutation be- 
cause founded on the very premises 
which he himself set forth. 

It aaa a beautiful autumn day in 
Minnesohi. Three of us were drift 

in^ r. boat ot: one of afnimetila »_«ini -p 
far nleme lakes. One was a young 
man who litis since betin recognized as 
one of the most successful pulpit 
orators and platform lecturers In the 
Methodist Church and who In those 
days was one of my particular chums. 
The other possessed of a more prac- 
tical mind, has since been given 
the opportunity to develop his com- 
mercial instinct under the guise of a 
Bolster by being made one of the 
agaatl Dt the Methodist Hook Con- 
cern, a very responsible position in 
this great church. 

When the poise of our spirits bad 
come to rellect the sweet calmness 
the deep bin.- ihy above and the 
placid grey-green waters beneath, and 
we were in such mental mood as 
be recipient of intellectual food and 
susceptible to discussion, slyly I drew 
from my breast-pocket the little man 
uscript I had Written in criticism ol 
the ■Atonement. ' and with permission 
slowly read it to thSSJ . 

Ardently they listened, with minds 
erlttoaUj inclined. Occasionally they 
would look ai each other and express 
either approval or surprise. But what- 
ever their feelings, they respected 
mine ami Clearly saw that I was sin- 
cere and earnest. That, indeed I had 
made it clear lo them that the paper 
was a personal document and confess- 
ed the burden of my heart no leas 
than the thoughts of my brain, was 
soon made evident. At last I finished. 



reasoning without actuallv performing 
It if you want to hold the crowd. 
What the people want in these days 
is pictorial clOOJaaaoa and warm act- 
Ion in delivery. That captures them 

e to this? Do our audiences 
consist of nothing more than assem- 
blages of emotional animal whom we 
tickle, as the visitors of the Zoo 
tickle ih,- elephants with peanuts and 

The practical and commercially In- 
clined member of this social trinity 
binned out in a bblunder and more 
monitory fashiou: "Frank, listen to 
me. do you or don't you want to 
remain in the Methodist ministry?" 
Naturally, I intend to remain." 

' Well. then, take the advice of a 
friend; burn up the manuscript and 
never let the Klder or Bishop know 
that you entertained such notions. 
If ; ou do. It's all day with you." 

Disgust mingled with condemnation 
In my heart and I responded by say- 
ing that If it meant the stultification 
of my conscience and the price I 
must pgy tor my ministerial berth I 
was beginning to think i would prefer 
to sacrifice the latter to the former, 
so the years were wearing away and 
and more the conviction was coming 
to me that all the youthful ^aciiduesT" 
social, domestic, commercial, profes- 
sional, 1 had made for the sake or 
becoming a minister in an orthodox 
church were worse than the spend- 
thrift follies of a cad. What had 
Chiefly disappointed me was that the 
arguments I had advanced were mani- 
festly unanswerable by these two lead- 
ing Church lights, and yet despite the 
truthfulness of my contention they 

preferred to swallow the \ 
intellectual candor t 
air of faith and i 
able social position. 

To one who has experienced the 
painful suffering such disclosures 
tftift there is Kometbing pitiably 
naive in the critical remarks of some 
of the glib reviewers of The Doom of 
Dogma," Who prate about the apparent 
dishonesty of a man continuing to 
I preach in a church whose doctrinal 
standards he has been forced con- 
scientiously to reject. It is so much 



asier 



these 



■table 



arittefam I heard what might mean 
either disdain or latidutiou. 

Finally my nearest chum, with 
whom in collage 1 had often aajgaged 
iii menial wn Mling matches and who 
has since developed into the most 
popular rhetorician in the church, 
ventured an opinion, but It was not 
I criticism. It was Indifferent per 
linage, ' Why on earth, Frank, do 
you want to waste your time resur- 
rect ing the dead past and trying to 
reconstruct it in Una with the living 
present? The Atonement' Isn't meant 
In these days to demand our reason 
ing powers but our powers of Imagi- 
nation. There is no conception In the 
history ot man that can be made as 
to excite the lachrymal glands of the 



to discover the honeety of a man who 
still remains in the church and re- 
fuses lo let the world know his doubts 
though they he dark as nimbus clouds, 
lhaa 'he honest} of the man who 
doubts and >cl lingers to confound the 
Insincerity of those whose niiseduca- 
lion has dulled the edge of their con- 
science and perverted that percep- 
tions of the truth. 

Nevertheless, in the course of time 
the spiritual burden one must carry 
who struggles to rise above the "an- 
noyances of conscience" that he may 
adjust himself to the re.piireiuenls of 
traditional respectability, becomes al- 
together loo onerous to be endured, 
.lust as I was approaching the pin- 
nacle of my youthful ambitions and 
my name was beginning to be heard 
in th, annals of the church, it began 
to be apparent to in-' that not many 
months 

public confession would b 

tary and the abandonment of the 

ministry a conscientious obligation, 
conn tared at the alaappotntmg period 

was the manifest relief the authori- 
ties of the church evince when one 
has been to them. " a thorn in the 
Beak" concludes to retire from the 
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St, In the dust 
tifb preceding 
that then tome 

lat shocked the 



carry Hie audience with you every of the twilight, hum. 
,j, m . " adjournment sine di 

"But," I said, •brother, you don't a depressing confe, 
mean to insist that religion Is all It was the sensation 
feeling and that reason and thought Unlet hours of the concluding session, 
hav, no serious place In it?" It had been well known to all the 

"No, ot course not. Hut you must — — 

learn He art ot the semblance of I (Continued on Page 4.) 
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AH unsettled, dissatisfied public of 
them. Persons born in the Baddhii 
Christianity, and persons born into I 

Christ readily abandon it and ft pi 

philosophy. All this suggests I tail 
Then we have the further suggestioi 
becomes the order of the 



faith aeeept 

he church <>f 
the Buddhist 
I for cham.'(' 
tat change 

! atlccts inn: 
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FREETHOUGHT, BUDDHISM 

AND CHRISTIANITY. 



"Buddhist missionaries are making hundreds of 
thousands of converts in the United States. The I filled 
great majority of the converts are educated men ! L'ndr 
who believe that the religion of Buddha fit better 
with modern scienctitic views than does Chris- 
tianity. "-Prof. Frederick Starr, of the University 
of Chicago. 

On such an authority we have it that while 
Christians are sending hireling missionaries to 
China and Japan in the hope of effecting a con- 
version to Chrstianity of the followers of the re- 
ligion of Buddha, the latter are sending mission- 
aries to this country to proselyte among the Chris- 
tian adherents and it seems they are meeting with 
a most remarkable success. 

There may be some truth in the oft-repeated as- 
sertion that any faith can find a ready following 
somewhere, but as between the religions that are 
thus brought into direct conflict the suggestion 
does not hold good nor does it allow a fair com- 
parison. Christian periodicals boast of the num- 
ber of converts the missionaries are making in the 
Orient, but we all know that no truly intelligent 
jap, one who loves his country and his people, ever 
uecame a convert to Christianity. We also know 
that the bulk of the converts come from the ignor- 
ant and uneducated, and that the vast majority of 
them do so with sinister motives, under the in- 
fluence of Borne expected and immediate gain or 
personal reward. On the other hand, Prolessor 1 
Starr assures us that the converts made by the 
Buddhists in this country are for the most part 
educated men who accept it as being a religious 
system in closer harmony with scientific facts than 



as it does all else. This change operates Upon the 
minds of all and the ultimate is thai all religions 
will be forsaken and the philosophy of Independ- 
ent, materialistic Free-thought will triumph over 
all religions forms. This possibility inoreaieo jntt 
as the number of consenting intellects increase, 
and in the end truth will have for its criterion the 
universal consent of the race. Religions ta and 
imposture, no matter how pow e rf u lly they have 
been sustained in the past, most bow to the inevit- 
able. Good auguries for the FVee-thoaght philos- 
ophy may be drawn from the mechanical and ma- 
terial inventions, whereby man constantly ini- 
proves upon the plans and designs of the fancied 
Qod, and in the intellectual collisions thai must on 
sue, in the clash of opinion, the melting down of 
religious intolerance, in the examinations and 
analyses that arc yet to be made, truth, and truth 
alone, will come forth with shining crown. What 
ever there be that is uable to stand this trying or- 
deal must submit to its fats, 

No disgrace can attach to those who, in America, 
have turned to the religion of Buddha as a sub- 
stitute for Christianity. Buddhism is a more hu- 
mane, a more philosophic religion than that of 
Chrisct ever knew how to be. There is no harrow- 
ing tortures on a cross, no crown of thorns, no cup 
ar, no crucifixion between thieves 
litions the Free-thinker can take 
a more cheerful view of the race than the Christian 
can possibly enjoy. The supreme tribunal of truth 
is in the people. In it man may place implicit 
confidence. The world may not witness the appli- 
cation of philosophic principles to the practice of 
our daily life for many years to come, but a start 
has been made in that direction, and in the end 
such a result is bound to come. 



GORKY ON THE ENTENTE CORDIALE. 

What cares England for blood? 
And what care can the Muscovite empire have 
for shedding blood? 



None, whatsoever. 
That, at least, is th< 
>ice of history, botli 



■wer that c 
cient and i 
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■atness ha 



idem. En 
..in the tho 
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Christianity. 

\vhen one considers the route of travel by which 
Christianity reached this continent the statement 
of Professor Starr need excite no wonder. When 
the foundations of this republic were laid the ce- 
menting substance wi.s the declaration that all men 
were equal in this life. This doctrine is purely 
Buddhistic and, therefore, essentially non-Chris- 
tian. Buddhism asserts the equality of man. 
Christianity stands for caste. Buddhism incul- 
cates a feeling of universal brotherhood. Chris- 
tianity brought a division of the human family 
into several distinct classes. The Christian sys- 
tem, emanating from India, naturally incorporated 
and held to the idea of caste, but this notion got a 
death-blow the moment the Declaration of Ameri- 
can Independence was signed and promulgated. 
This spirit of universal brotherhood is taking with 
the American people. This is the spirit and essence 
Of Buddhsm. It discards the idea of a personal 
God. It rejects inquiry into an alleged first cause 
as being unphilosophical and contends that phe- 
nomena is all that should be dealt with by our 
finite minds. The finite cannot comprehend the 
infinite. This is Buddhism, it is Americanism and 
it is Free-thought. In all this there are no inter- 
mediaries between the creator and the creature, no 
vicarious action. Each individual is left to work 
out his own salvation. While Free-thought, based 
upon purely Amercan ideals, insists that death is 



y heights with 
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doctrine that leads to the belief that death is only 
a passage way to new miseries. One need not won- 
der that Buddhism should appeal to the educated, 
while Christianity can only gain where ignorance 
prevails. 

With the trend of modern thought, that is in- 
tellectual thought, we are more and more im- 
pressed with the fact that before the face of his- 
tory and scientific demonstration the Christian 
mythology is unable to much longer stand. This 
mental operation is apparent in all our modern 
literature. The national intellect daily grows more 
ashamed of its fables, especially as they relate to 
theological beliefs and opinions. Each succeeding 
age will either modify or repudiate them The 
divergence comes as between the educated and the 
ignorant. The former are ready and willing to 
abandon all the cherished fictions of the past to the 
lower strata of human society, but many try to 
replace them with something more suitable. Ac- 
cepting what Professor Starr says to be a truth, 
we can then understand why the Buddhist mis- 
sionaries can succeed so well among the educated 
Americans and why American missionaries must 
go to the Orient for converts. This comes because 
intellect has outgrown faith. Age can no longer 
give approbation, or demand it. 

The next question arises, to what significance do 
int? The answer is, 



sands slain in batth 
sia has ascended t 
stained feet until a 
she has trod. 

Of what possible effect can the arguments, the 
protestations, the utterances of Maxim Corky have 
upon the proposed entente cordiale between these 
man-slaying nations? None. This*does not lead 
to an inference that Gorky is not correct in his 
contentionsSJssfle 7s absolutely correejf, and the pity 
is that his words will fall upon ban An soil. Neither 
of the parties to the contract would dare to re- 
linquish one iota of that which induced their pres- 
ent power in the physical and commercial world, 
and all of Gorky's protests will be in vain. We 
wish it might be otherwise, but it will not. If the 
rulers of both of these blood-besotted empires 
clogged with religion and steeped in orthodoxy, 
insist upon the coalition it will come in spite of all 
obstacles. 

Corky objects to the proposed alliance because 
the Muscovite party to the contract is "drenched 
in blood." Small argument for Downing street or 
St. Petersburg. If either were ever moved by 
such a sentiment that fact is not of historic rec- 
ord. Their religious pretensions have failed to 
lead these monopolies into the right path, their 
politics have gone from bad tc 
matters it to them about the s 
blood? Is not gold of greater 
placed firearms into the hands of savages to use 
them as allies against an Anglo-Saxon foe, and 
such a nation is not likely to oiler a snub to the 
Czar because he is "seeking to rule," while his 
official family is "seeking to steal." They are both 
in the same business. Land and men, it is all the 
same to them. On thing is sure, and no man could 
do it better than Corky, and that is to show by 
indisputable evidence that Russia would bring dis- 
grace upon any so-called civilized nation forming 
an alliance wth her, and that should not be a dif- 
ficult undertaking. 

In the first place Russia could be of no help to 
any nation in financial distress. She is, herself, I 
borrowing nation and not a lending nation. The 
consideration would have to pass to her and could 
not pass from her. Again, in ease of war she 
would be an absolute drawback, for since the war 
with Japan her army has become undisciplined 
and disorganized and unpatriotic. It is one of 
the political anomalies that there is even talk of 
an Anglo-Russian alliance. 

There is one element by which the alliance may 
be prevented, and that is the church. The Church 
of England would never consent to an alliance 
with Greek Catholocism, unless something tangible 
in the shape of profit or gain was coming there- 
from to the Church of England. The orthodox 
leaders of Great Britain are a hard-headed lot. 
They could not be guilty of an original idea. For 
the sake of a common humanity the Blade holies 
that Corky 's plea might become effective, but there 
is obvious danger the other way. 

• • • • 

THE PEOPLE'S CHUKOH. 

The late Robert G. Ingersoll once outlined a 
church to which he could both subscribe and give 
his membership. Since that time numerous at- 
tempts have been made to establish a church that 
could attract the thinking masses of the country, 
a church that could hold and boast an intellectual 
allegiance. 

Judging from a communication and circular that 



have w ash ed this office, the organization that has 

nude the nearest approach to being such a church 

is that known as the People's Church, at Aurora, 
Illinois tin ■ recent Sunday it rendered what was 
denominated an "Emerson Program." which eon 

■iated altogether of an exposition of the principles 
enunciated by that great scholar. While, in a 
measure, tars is an attempt at conformity with 
a ritualistic service, common to the orthodox 
churchs, yet it is such a marked improvement upon 
the Old forms and formulas that it is deserving of 
wide attention. The church is presided over by 
J. M. A. Spence. We are not familiar with the 
name, but if he is in any way responsible for that 
program he is eertainly far removed from ortho- 
doxy. The program includes music, singing, both 
splendid attractions, as the orthodox church has 
long since discovered and used to draw the people 
into its sanctuaries. This is enhanced by respon- 
sive readings, and for the occasion mentioned these 
readings were made up of selections from the writ- 
ings Of Emerson. As there is no taint of orthodoxy 
to be discovered in them, the Blade ean well afford 
to quote them here. They were as follows: 

What is ;i man born for but to be a reformer, a 
remaker of what man has made, a renoune. ir of 
lies, a restorer of truth and good, imitating that 
gnat -Nature which embosoms us all. 

And winch sleeps no moment on an old past, but 
every liour repairs herself, yielding us every morn- 
ing a new day, and with every pulsation a new 

\S hoso would be a man must be a non-coniorm- 
lst. He who would gather immortal palms must 
not be hindered by the name of goodness, but must 
UXpiOre if it be goodness. 

The objection to conforming to usages that have 
oeconie dead to you is that it scatters your lon e. 
It loses your time, and blurs the impression of your 
character. 

It you maintain a dead church, contribute to a 

dead Bible society, vote with a great party 

Under all these screens 1 have ditlicuity to detect 
the precise man you are. 

But do your thing, and I shall know you. Bo 

you work, and you shall re-enl'orce yourself 

By persisting in your path, though you forfeit the 
little, you gain the great. 

You become pronounced. You demonstrate 
yourself, so as to put yourself out of false rela- 
tions, and you draw to you the first-born of the 
world,— those rare pilgrims, before whom) the vul- 
gar show as spectres and shadows merely. 

1 ought not to allow any man, because he has 
broad lands, to feel that he is rich in my presence. 
1 ought to make him feel that 1 can do without 
nil riches, that 1 cannot be bought,— neither by 
comfort, neither by pride. Emerson. 

Following this, another service was devoted to 
Walt Whitman, and the indications point to the 
opening of such a church as Ingersoll described. 



Clipping tells us that one. .hums If, Daniel, of 
Eldorado. Oklahoma, lias gone insane over reli 
and was committed to an asylum. Both items I 

I n accorded prominent places in the daily press 

•Od they should teach the people of America a fear- 
ful lesson. The very rsoding thereof ought to be 

I warning that the people should let all religion 
severely alone. 
Assuming that the editor of the Wauehula Tele- 

gram is ■ Christian of a special variety, it is amus- 
ing to read what be lias to say concerning Chris- 
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families, perhaps. forgetting tat thcyleltt 
way concerning his religion. It is seldom, however, 
that I coroner's jury renders I verdict that fl 
eide came to his death because of tlrs religion fan- 
aticism, and yet the jury tat sat upon the ii 
of this rendered the following: 
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That religion fanaticism will lead inevitably to 
aisanity or suicide, or both, is now too well demon- 
strated to need argument. 

Our jails are filled with Christians, among them 
many preachers of the faith, and our asylums con 
tain hundreds who have sui'tered a mental aberra- 
tion because of too much religion. Every day 
some new grave is opened, somewhere, to receive 
what is left of one who has taken his or her own 
jfe through religious zeal, and every day the door 
ol an asylum ward swings open to admit another 
religious devotee within its lour walls. 

If any argument were ue e ded these con- 
stitute »u abundance. Scientific and historic facts 
are unnecessary. Religion can be judged by its 
own fruit and th ejudgment will be bad enough if 
righteously rendered. It stands self-condemned, 
self-convicted, . It is being proven to be more and 
more I curse to humanity as the days com* and go. 
Innumbsntble cases arc on record and new ones 
are coming to light that place religion, especially 
the Christians brand, in the category of evils that 
are to be condemned by all mankind. 

Some may say, that we would not condemn re- 
ligion because of one pervert, because of one sad 
esse, any more than we would condemn music be 
cause of an occasional discord, There is much force 
in such an argument, but we have yet to find one 
instance where religion has worked absolute good. 
It may be true that many religious men and wo- 
men are good. But it is enough to say that they 
would have been just as good if they had never 
known the christian religion. Theyareiiot good be- 
cause they arc religious. Goodness docs not de- 
pend upon religion, but religion steals all it can 
lay its hands upon from that which is good and 
appropriates it as its own. Morality is claimed as 
an adjunct of Christianity when as a matter of 
fact it was taught and practised long ages before 
the Christian religion was known. Honesty is 
claimed as being essentially Christsin and yet hon- 
esty was inculated and lived up to by men and wo- 
men who lived and died before Christianity was 
born and it is being inculcated and lived up to by 
men and women today who arc in no sense tainted 
with Christianity. 

During the past week the Blade has been in re- 
ciept of a copy of the Wauehula Telegram, a week- 
ly newspaper published at Wauehula, Florida. At 
the same time we received a newspaper clipping 
from another source which has the appearance of 
l.emg from the Louisville Evening Post. The for- 
mer is evidently edited by one who has inplicit be- 
lief in the theory that his own particular religion 
is the Simon pure brand, and all others impositions. 
The latter is edited by one who is not over flushed 
with any religion. The former contains a three 
column article with scare headlines which inform 

its readers that "Religious Fanaticism drove Will- 
iams to B Suicide's Crave" and the proceeds to 
berate two Pentscostal preachers for being the caus 
of it. From the report they were the direct cause 
and they ought to be prosecuted for having con- 
tributed to the man's sad and untimely death. The 



wound with a knife, slabbing hims, 
fourth and fifth rib on his left tide, 
and thai said wound was indicted by his own hand 
causing suicide. We find upon examining 
tat the said Thomas F. Williams at the time of 
his death was suffering from melancholia, brought 
on by religious excitement, So say we all." 

Contenting upon the subject, the editor of Tele- 

"A suicide's grave, a heart-broken mother and 
an indignant community is the result of the rav- 
ings of a bunch of religious fanatics who have been 
holding forth in Wauehula for about two weeks 
prior to last Monday, when their doctrines culmin- 
ated in the death, by his own hand, of T. F. Will- 
iams, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Eph. Williams, 
Of Crewsville." 

How pleasant it shall be for these brethren to 
dwell together in unity, and what convincing argu- 
ments we Brs given against religion in all its 
and forms. 



A DANIEL COME TO JUDGMENT. 

One by one the pilgrims are coming. 

The Blade sometimes thinks tat if we leave the 
pious elements to their meditations things will 
ultimately work our way, or else, a little prodding 
now and then may do some good by helping them. 

For a generation or two the Freethinkers have 
been urging the necessity of protecting our schools 
from, the pernicious influences of religion and the 
Blade has made ardent advocacy of that doctrine. 
\ow help has come from an unexpected source. 

In uuany parts of the country commencements 
exercise shave been held and both young and old in 
ad sorts and manner of schools are preparing for 
the vacation period. From the infant classed, 
through the grammar grades, to the High schools 
und collegiate institutions, the past few weeks nave^ 
oeeu exceedingly important, but in none has thislj 
oeeu so marked that when the graduating class of 
the Louisville University school gave its exercises 
Before the woman's club in the Kentucky Metro- 
polis a few days ago. Seventeen young men and 
women took part in a good program, but the cli- 
max came, the BTOWn and sunmnit id' things were 
reached when Miss Helen Aineila Flarsheim, one 
of the speakers, delivered an adress upon the sub- 
ject of 'Religious Instruction in our Public Schools. 

We do not feel like spoiling her argument by 
attempting to otter one of our own. For this rea- 
son we reproduce what is reported of that speech 
and assert that we endorse it in full. We might 
add that if more women like her could be found 
in the world, with the courage to think and the < 
courage to express what she does think, it would : 
be happier, brighter and better for their having | 

said: j 

"There is a movement on foot, quite stealthy, 
limited as yet in its activity, hut none the less dan- 1 
gerous for all that, its supporters might be divided 
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purse any particular dogma would be to call forth 
a storm of indignation from the adherents of Other 
faiths, and so they plan to edge in with a shallow, 
neutral, lifeless sort of religion which, they say, will 
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taken if they think to achieve their end, *ven should 
tay succeed in pushing religion into the public 
school. 

"The Other class is made up of well meaning \ 
but misdirected folks who are the more dangerous 
la cause tair motive is re; 
appear, not to be seeking i 

fend conditions already existing in a great many' 
cities. "You are making a great fuss about noth- 
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Bible and saying "Tho Lord's Prayei?" Pract- 
ically everyone believes in these." 

"For the good id' the individual, for the good of 
the schools, for the good of religion itself, let us 
keep the public school free from that function 
which belongs to the church and the home— the 
formal teaching of religion." 

• • • • 

JONAH AND THE WHALE. 



since the Lord God is said to have prevented Jonah 
from crossing the state line and getting beyond 
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his jurisdiction hv eunsinej h whale to swallow 
linn. H flW all the u p ntnil ll of OMMh teach- 
ing PJMBt the ill W -Mil B MS, it is to N put up to 
mii American court to determine what clement of 
truth there is in tie- story. 

When passing ii] the issues in controversy 

the Court mitrht also determine, judicially, wheth- 
er Jonah swallowed the whale, the whale swallow- 
ed Jonah or whether the Christian church member- 
ship has iffnorontly swallowed both. 

The facts in the case arethatthe Jonah andwhale 
fake is to be used to enable a preacher, a dear 
brother in the Lord, who is known by the name of 
"B«T, Dr. (inMav A. Hodman" of St. Louis, 
to dodge payment of a note for $5„000 which he 
had given as a donation to the Bible College of 
Missouri. The note is due an uu paid. The preach- 
er wanta it to remain unpaid. In fact he refuses 
to pay it. The College has brought suit on the 
note before Judge .Mcilhenny of the Circuit Court 
of St. Louis anU the pr'acher sets up as a defense 
that the College should not have judgment agaiusl 
him, on the note because, as he declares, the Col- 
lege is leaching that the Jonah-whale story is a 
myth and a guilty of other tendencies toward m- 
li.lei doctrine. 

In order to help hint to make out his case the 
delinquent defendant proposes to take the deposi- 
tions of Elder J. W. Ale Uarvey, of Lexington, to 
try to prove that the whole did actually swallow 
Jonah out the Blade is tumble to understand how 
such a deposition can be taken as McGarvey was 
not an eyewitness to the alleged transaction and the 
preacher - s attorneys ought to know that heresay 
testimony is not admissible in a court of law. Of 
course, McGarvey might testify as an expert, and 
hv so testifying he would be allowed to express an 
opinion. Bui before he can do this he must qualify 
as an expert and testify that he has had experience 
along that line. Nineveh is so far away that it ib 
doubtful if the records of that municipality could 
he brought here to assist in the case. Depositions 
might be taken from the present generation of the 
Ninevites as to what the records did once show, 
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there are none to give testimony that tin 
saw the fish vonut Jonah upon the dry laud. Had 
some kodak fiend been on hand at the time, or 
could a copy of the daily papers of that day be se- 
cured they might have helped some, but it may be 
that the ubiquitious interviewer had failed to get 
in his graft. Although science questions the epi- 
sode there is yet ehananc* for this dear brother to 
dodge payment of the debbt by having 
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a- ill remember Dr. McGarvey 
1 the case. In a recent inter- 
view he has declared the fake fish story to be a 
truth, and has suggested that if his depositions are 
taken at all they will so state. We art 4 at a loss to 
understand just how Dr. McGarvey knows the 
Jonah story to be true. The Bible does not 'prove 
it. All that the Bible can do is to present the 
• statement" and it comes without a particle ol 
authority, other than the Bible itseif. This may be 
evidence but it is not proof and not such proof as 
will be accepted by a modern court. If that preach 
er does not want to pay the note and wishes to 
dodge it, why don't he be frank enough to say so, 
Mctiarvey cannot help him Tor in the end the on,y 
thing he can do is to profess his belief in the man 
swallowing fish and that is all he can say 
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It is sad that Attorney John P, Meiryman, who 
represents Dr. Holt man, admits that he wiil be 
somewhat at a disadvantage in proving thai Jonah 
was actually swallowed bj the s»a monet-'-, as 
the eye witnesses to the event have long shioc 
died, and heresay testimony is hard to get in a 
legal record, but, nevertheless, the church dignit- 
aries will be given an opportunity to be heard on 

tins burning question. 

From tile published acxiounlts wo learn 
that answer to the suit h* alleges that the 
Bible College .teaches that there was a double 
creation D the first and second chapters 
of Genesis; that the t-tory of the G a rd e n 
ol EdeO and the creation and the fall of man is a 
fairy tale; that the story of the Hood is fiction and 
that they hold up Jonah and several of the pro- 
pin ts to ridiclue. 

Because the Bible College of Missouri employed 
Charles Manford Shaipe as a lecture, it gives Dr. 
Hoffman I basis of an attack on the Chicago Uni- 
versity, at which Dr. Sharpe is a lecturer. The 
Chicago University, Dr. Hoffman alleges, is well 
known as a hot bed of infidelism, and he says, has 
been repudiated by the great brotherhood of the 
Baptist church. He alleges that the professors of 
that institution call in newspaper reporters when 
they deliver a special shaft of riducle against the 
Holy Scriptures, in order that their reviling agaiu- 
st the basic truths of the Christian religion may re- 
ceive the widest publicity. 

The mare fact that the Bible College of .Miss- 
ouri employs a lecturer from such a University, 
says, Rev, Hoffman, indicates that it has changed 
the purpose for which it was incorporated, namely, 
to prepare men for the ministery. In its ewelve 
yean existence Dr. Hoffman says that the Bible 
College has not sent out a dozen preachers and 
cannot point to a dozen converts and that it has 
be n repudiated by the Brotherhood of Missouri, 
who arc compelled, by reason of the baneful here- 
sies of the institution, to send their children else- 
where. ' ' 

While much might be said concerning the use 
less and unnecessary waisting of judicial endeavor, 
yet the friction here indict 1 ':! is cnouyh to show 
that infidelity is making inroads upon orthodox 
institutions. It is an encouraging sign. Specula- 



tion as to the truth Of ll>" JOSWI *MJ may not 

BOW! for much for at its best th urt cannot *> 

cidc it t • , fact or that M is untrue. All that 

the court can do is to decide that it is taught I 
the Old Testament: and the mole y Wm intruded 
as an aid to the propagation of tint Old Testament 
which included the Jonah Osh yarn, and Hint re 

tsanag to tenea it as a truth, he should be aeoordrti 
some rights by avoidintr baring t nay that note 
Jonah was ma<h the patron saint of amateur Mi 
eriiien and these have apothensn/. d him from tii.; 
immemorial. For our part we don'i can; a diirn 
and it seems a aright* poor SXenM to be offertd 
by a preacher in an effort t dads* nn hottest debt 



THERE SHALL BE NO DEATH! 

Whence comse death ? 

By what means can deat.i be oonqaored, or is it 
to be that the univisal law that unto all who 
l ave life death shall conic is to lie s i aside, re 

pealed, reedfred null 'aim void and bold for 
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there art ditions ler which death comes as 

n happy release from earthly ids and woes and as 
mob it is to be welcome and not to be dreaded or 
feared. The purpose of this article s to show the 
arrant folly of which some people can be guilty, il 
tlie daily reports be true. It is sometimes said thai 
mere is nothing like going away from home to 
learn the news. By the way of London, and 
llirough the agency of that generally reliable pub- 
lication, the British Medical Journal, we learn that 
i here lias recently boon formed in Iowa tlie Anti- 
Death League. Never heard of it before, and have 
no idea whether or not the British Journal's in- 
formation is correct, but on the chance that the 
paper is correctly informed, we welcome the Anti- 
JJeath League to the long list of organizations that 
tiler an opportunity to the ••j'iuer. " The aims 
and the methods of this Iowa organization as set 
forth by the British publication are interesting an.: 
ought to become popular. The basis of the society 
as m ar as we can find out is that getting suck anu 
itying are merely habits, and no one will deny 
dial they are bad habits. To cure the ravages ol 
,iiese bands the society pledges its members to 
abstain from, them, for all time, and never to get 
sick or never to die. Violation of this pledges is 
severely punished, especially violation of the lat 
ier part of it. If a uiemoer gets siek and take* 
io his bed he is lined; a second ottense douOless the 
&DS, anil a thud indulgence of the hanit calls f;>: 
expulsion from the organization. This sounds all 
right, for obviously it would be extremely awk' 
»vard for a society that denies the necessity for 
sickness to have a lot of sick folks on the membeft 
.ship list. There is one thing eertaii about tins new 
departure in the way of organizations, it will have 
no "dead ones' among its members. 

It is going to be a trifle difficult lor some people 
to get the hang of this new order of things, and we 
predict that lor a while at b ast the progress of the 
anti-Death Society towards popularity will be-sluw 
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Ot the religion of Christ as Reviewed 
and judged irom History.. Trend 



(by Hei 

In his closing chapter ot an admir- 
able work wnteeu on Una subject, 
uie uultior says: 

"We can all the future by looking 
katS the past. \S lio euul 1 in the past 
nave thought that the great power 
..I tlie Itomaii pom iff VrtHU l be broken '.' 
That he who made kin.- and i mper 
crs tremble upon thei. thrones would 
licld up to derision lu Mb own 
ooaatrjrl if the human race will pro- 
gress lu knowledge in the next three 
Hundred years as it has In the past, 
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li ol all by in-u who have sealeu 
lr OMTleUeas of the ceriainity ot 
faith with the solemn vows ot 
Ion. The pastoral letter iu- 

iddressed, respecting two doc 
triues— the incarnation of the Inspire 
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ipOO as entitled to attention and indulgence; under 
he regime of the organization the best the sick 
nan will get will be the worst of it, as instead ol 

tuning, he will figuratively get cursing. Musi 

•Oeieties tor the interest of the people hat 
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lion after all by the formation, or merely by tl 

suggestion of such an organisation, [I has for i 

Starting point the idea that the one universal wai 
of man is to escape death. Then- is much to susta 
this idea, but then it is universal.' Does man — do 
all men— Want to live on and on into eternity .' 
The fiction writers have dealt interstingly, but it 
lias always seemed inadequately, with this theme, 
tine of Bulwer LyttOn's novels has to do with the 
man who was doomed to live forever. Eugene Sue 
in his - Wandering Jew' has touched upon the 
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but the happiness that should come from the fulfill- 
nsent of one s wishes and the gratification of the 
heart's desire. The idea presents the spectacle ol' 
the world moving on. and old things passing aw.i.\ 
and new and strange ones coming to till up the 

stage of life, while the man doomed to eternal 
stands still, worse than, •'a stranger in a strti 
land." No, Death King of Terrors though 
call him, is not man's greatest enemy, ami the 



thought and free speech will surely 
accomplish its downfall. All the great 
Hebrew thinkers, and some of the 
SMWl harass" Christian theo'ogians, 
do repudiate the Idea that tin' Bthte is 
of divine origin. And as soon as the 
majority of the common people be- 
come cognizant of this truth, then the 
Bible will fall from Its high pinnacle 
and this cherished book in lis Tall will 
drag the whole Christian structure a 
long with it, because when the founda- 
tloa of a building gives away the whole 
structure must collapse. 

It Is because the present Is the child 
of the past that prophecy is possible. 
If every day stood Isolated and unre- 
lated In Its events to oilier davs, we 
•ould have neither prophecy nor philo 
sophy of hl-ttory. We are able to Inter- 
pret the past and forecast, to come 
extent, the future boeaUSS Hie morrow 
Is the effect of cause which exist to- 
the past 
the pre- 
sent, as the oak Is in the acorn. He 
who understands today may, with 
some approach to a reasonable cer- 
tainty, predict the determining prin- 
ciples of tomorrow. It to any man 
were to be given that insight which is 
ermed prophetic and by which, inter- 
preting rightly the events and prin- 
ciples of tomorrow. If to any man 
tempt an estimate of some factors 
which are to share in the making of 
succeeding days, that man could wish 
for on fairer point of vantage than 
the pedestal afforded by this corner 
stone. 

It Is remarkable how the priesthood 
of today arc trembling with fear In 
regard to the progress people are mak- 
ing toward enlightenment and truth, 
and they are anxious to keep the peo 
pie in ignorance and to nurse the sup- 
erstitions of old. They no doubt have 
a rememberance of the shocks which 
science has given to many of their 
cherished convictions, and it is their 
suspicion that it may eventually up- 
root all thev regard as sacred. These 
men can see a cloud coming, and thev 
might as well try to prevent the sun 
from giving light as to stop the flow 
and progress of human Intelligence 
and reason. The doctrine of Evolu 
tlon, the belief In Pantheism. Is be- 
coming too potential! the application 
of historical criticism in the so-called 
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The priests, having an understanding 
of the times, can see the peril, and 
therefore endeavor to guard against 
their own downfall. In order to pre- 
vent such a catastrophe, the Episcopal 
bishops, assembled in council In the 
city of New York, October is. LWK 
issued the so-culled "pastoral letter." 
li was their loud hope that this lettci 
a ould have B great Influence not onl> 

trtthlo the particular senlealssthtsi 

,ody to which it was addressed, but, 
., i ne larger community, embraci 
itber similar societies professing faith 
in Christ as thS divine riaviur. The] 
thought that it would have an lullu- 
UC< of the conviction and belief ot 
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at defiance cannot be looked upon as h 
heart man's best interest or greatest happiness, 

Bather let those who would defy the evils that 
beaent and threaten man, form an organisation for 
defying and setting at naught man's dread of 

death The best wa \ to do this is to teach man 
to so live that death means not evil but good; that 
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when he is commanded "to join that 
caravan that moves on to that mysterious realm 
where each shall take his chamber in the silent 
halls of death, he go, not like the quarry slave, 

saouragad to his dungeon, but sustained and sooth- 
ed by an unfaltering trust, approach the grOTC as 

tone who wraps the drapery of his couch about him 

'and lies down to pleasant dreams." 



aspiration ot the so-calM Uoti Script 
..s. They saw that the Christian 
reed is attacked oil all sides witn 
rsaltSBS vigor; that is. with the weap 

BS Of common sense and r< usoii ; 
unbelief and skepticism haVI la VI 
t domain of what was once ui 
GhtiatsaeUBl to an alarming extent 
..in those who occupy position 
ministers or theological nrofSSSOf 
* VOWed 1] Christian churches and 
rersUieS, have been the leaders in 
(his warfare; that is, the warfare of 
common sense versus supcrstnion and 
gO UT, And 1 honestly believe tha. 



"We have availed ourselves of the 
opportunity to meet in council to con 
Sfdet our du'y, in velw of certain nov ' 
ties oi opinion and expression which 
have seemed to us to be subversive ot 
the fundamental verities of Christ's 
religion; the motive, therefore, of the 
issue of this BS lorial 1 iter is to op- 



P»se, and. If 

ra*J lurtiier say thai wa must be- 
... N m uie aiVSaUJ ol Jesus carihl. 

Bsast settees that he was in. 

ol uod ana is lee second person 
n tue auoraule Matt) ; the assu.up 
.n ui a true and proper uuuiuuit) l»j 

vtigaaai stria; .n. ssutj ot pura ou 

aad (iisliiicuuii oi l.aiuivs m wsl 
Lord Jesus Christ; his atoning death 
uodny resurrection w,..u 

io ii. a»i 11 all.! s.»v. r.. Igllt-. 1 1 1 



ju iiini inspired, it sa>s that lae in 
H.ruuoii of the Hoij eoMp IS*! S is - 
^tuiate of latin, not a corunor, o. 



what a pastor should be to his con- 
gregation is that he should be a Paul 
I'ry, a "spiritual" as well as temporal 
dictator, a universal referee, a de- 
baucher of south of both sexes, and 

hie itally the father of a pood 

many or his people. Mi 
should be trounced by 
people. 



ordim 



.cm as Christian verities to be re- 
blved without question. 

i a. BS bishops intimate that their 
. it. r is an inspired utterance, and is 
.„ iv tort authoritative: 

We, your bishops, under the guk. 
nice of the Holy tihost, are speaking 
ot as truth seekers, but as truth re 

The pope himself could not speak 
ah greater dogmatism than this, 
he doctrine that the Church is the 
spired authority In Interpreting th. 
riptares, and that the utteran. 
s officers are to be received without 
kSSttaa, appears as plainly as In tin 
assertions of this document lnferenti- 
ally. Not only are doctrines of tin 
person of Christ and the inspiration 
of the scriptures set forth, but the 
jody of moral teaching held by the 
Jhurch Is made dependent of them, 
tnd the doctrine of inspiration and 
logmatic authority of the Church, 
noved by the Holy Ghost speaking 

y indicated. This 'nspired letter was 
received by the general public with 
derision. 

Faith and reason Join hands anu 
point toward the future. The man 
accepts progresBlTS idtas, wa> 

~ sws) whatever onscurts an. 
kens the will, is the most com- 
i and tlie best representative o. 
religion. To assent to creeds that ait. 
.oi believed will not chauge the heart. 
,V« must hud our means of grace anu 
tips to glory where we are. Occup. 
ae days and hours with what is 
Jttable for aiding humanity at large, 
nd let our spirits lie opeu to the best 
a Seances, The religion of the fut 
are will be more simple than In tlu 
past. It will take up the greater 
Stags and drop out the li,tle"lsms 
• ver which men have controversies 
>W, It will give place to humanitie.- 
SBd to teachings of science. It will 
Hie miraculous in the co.nmon an 
rhM in the human. It will be abov 
lie plane of controversy. It will al 
make truth the law ot life, an 
seek to lead in the better way fro.. 
.ason and glad choice. 

The Jews are still looking for tht 
joining of the Messiah and the Chris 
.u- expect that Jesus will 0001 
gain, and the prophet says it shal. 

aie to pass in the last day. U u 
.oes this phrase signify? Does i 
m«M the last days of the world? 1. 
. it will be the last dav oi the: ..a 
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that it means the last day of strift 
bloodshed, the last day of hatre. 
and prejudice, the last day of super 
ition and bigotry. And he who srtl 
ring all this to pass will be the 
lessiah. 
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BUDDHA AND 



One Code jf Morals by Which Men 



Facts For 



(Uy C. Severance.) 
Our friend. \V. M. My.-r, M. D. la 
l admirer of Duddha, and takes 
iceptious to my statement that eery 
ligion on the globe is the enemy of 
ee thought. I do not admire that 
icient character and his method of 
rttki, though some of his moral ideas 
hen In touch of nasou are good and 
acceptable; but the remark about re- 
ligion I reaffirm with force and vigor. 

Now let us take a look at Buddha 
and see how he began his career as 
a teacher. Dissatisfied with life — as 
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to 11V( 

i-erted I 
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Commenting upon a proposltloi 
install the* ( onfesslonal b) Protestant 
Churches, as a means of acquiring 
ar<Ster personal control over the 
mind and conduct of nier. and women, 
Secular Thought, says— 

Famillaritv may aomeiimes breed 
contempt, out it is evident that 
does not always do so. The familiar- 
ity of Protestant preachers with the 
practices of the Romish Church has 
evidently led some of them to see how 
useful these practices Rtight be made 
among the Protestant sects, if thev 
be adopted there, to consolidate the 
power of the Protestant preachers. 
Many Anglican minlster.-s have adopt- 
ed t lie confessional as a regular part 
of SJieir Church practice, and no 
Joubt find it gives them much more 
povaer over their flocks than they 



with five 
way of t 

entered, and everything 
kill our natural desire was resorted 
to; for self-denial and chastity — 
"chastity" always means the killing 
of one's love nature for the op- 
posite sex, the sweetest thing in life 
—was regarded as a care for the ills 
of life. While he and his associates 
had a code of ten prohibitions, they 
did not establish a religion nor pre- 
tend to, that same later. They had 
for a code of morals— morals are rules 
to govern human action in this life — 
not to kill, or even injure, anything 
that lived; not to steal or commit 
t.luliery; not to use strong drink or 
take food at improper times; not to 
look at dances and plays, nor be vio- 

eostly raiment, perfume or ornaments, 
not to have a large bed or quilt, and 
not to receive gold or silver. In 
addition they were required to use 
clothes made of rags picked up in 
burying or crematory grounds or on 
the roads, and to have ony three such 
coats all made by th" w.arer'" own 
hands. They were to live exclusively 
on food given in charity and without 
asking; never to eat or drink after 
midday; to live in the forest or jun- 
gles, and to have no roof but the 
foliage on the trees. And this was 
the origin of Buddhalsm which later 
m evoluted Into a religion that had 
Wis to worship, and which once pro- 
pitiated their favor by the sacrifice of 
living beings. Centuries after Buddha 

Ived, legends gave his .nuance into 
this world exactl as our Jesus came. 
He was born of a virgin without an 

arthly father, and at five years of 
ige went Into a trance and revealed 
more wisdom than our Christian God 
possesses. He was worshipped as a 
;od and is today in Tibet and other 
sections of the northern school; and 
when Christian missionaries first 
went there they found a system of 
relieior so much like 'here own- 
Koman Catb..llc- the; th^agl.. . 
must be an Imitation i y the devil. 
These Buddhists have shaven priests, 
bells and rosaries, images and holy 
water; pop- s, abbots, monks, the con- 
fessional, purgatory, and a dead vir- 
gin they worshipped. And further re- 
semblance was found in the fact there 

ness and corruption of the monks, 
the despotism of the government and 
the poverty and beggary of the peo- 
ple. Religion is the same thing where- 
svet roe Bad it. and Buddhism is now 
a religion II it. was not When Uuddha 
the athiests tried to get Into Nirvana 
by killing every natural desire. That 
was what he started out to do, and, 
ihat he and bis followers proposed 
to live without working like a mod- 
ern hobo, it seems In the fact that 

then code compelled then to live 

exclusively en food fjiven in charity. 
No, Dr Meyer, 1 am uot an admirer 
of Buddha, and the world generally 
ooautesnns dirty tramps clothed in 
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It is now the turn of the Presbyter- 
ians to atlopt the same practice, If we 
may judge from the opinion exp 

Street Presbrteriaa ch„rch. Mon- 

treat, when "inducting" Rev. Clark forever, 
to the pastorate of 



or alive; and that is. by getting about 
half drunk and remaining in that 
Stupid, semi-conscious condition. But 
that is not living, for life is thought 
and action; and when one ceases to 
think and act in a rational manner, 



I am rather surprised that an In- 
stitution which exists at present in 
the Roman Catholic Church has never 
been introduced into the principles of 
our church. It is the ouly true med- 



l)urit>d 
uddha 



We do uot 
nor his teachings an 
that has grown out of them Is one 
of the gigantic evils that affict this 
world like Christianity. Reason la 
the thing to live by, and Buddha re- 
jected this when he clothed himself 
In rags and was fed by charity. 



RAPID CROWTH OF 

OF BALHAI FAITH 



Although Coming in the Guise of a New Religion, 
its Principles are Superior to those 
of Christianity 



■ mad. BunsJd ;t mi in M i 

tar me to pn nth the aauuael. 

So with on. fell hw.mii> I plunged 
from Hi. nloolncsx of MM liiinlsirv in 
«> Ihr M«M||M ol I he •MUM i 
.ml HHMh and MM n,v fat. wltk 



I I hi' i 
i Hi. i 



MM plac 
it. I km v 



I liy HHM Jacobs > 
Til.' following article, which Is ex 
feasant) interesting. Aral appeared in 
Tomorrow Magazine. Tin MlMTlua 
cos given, while showing how a n 
Union can stall ii|. and grow. »h»C 
demonstrates Dial tlM world is Mad] 
lor a chant;.': 

Since science has taught us to 
ri'Kiird religions M natural cvol u 
Hons rather tana as |Mm revela- 
tions, and lias shown ns thai belief, 
wo RM |ir. pared to mid. island 
religious ar« born ol human exper- 
iences and w.' look to 111. in not so 



tea as 



ratal 

I I he 
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itnai growth ■ a tail i attained by Mae 
paaaia or the an.' in watch tkny 

llonrish. 

This Ingoisoll briefly and aptly «■ 
pressed in iiis fam liter dectarattaa 

"An honest Clod Is Hi. BOMaat work 
Of man.' 

Sine also we know tin- mind can 
■nap no l"<'h which the life has 
not In sonn' way already omhodicd. 
or In other words, that there can be 
no recognition Of a truth unless the 



that the ■praaj of any tilth d ■panda 

not upon its divine origin and lnnale 
power to extend Itself, hut upon the 
capacity of the ago or neople to ab- 
sorb it. 

in this light it may be interesting 
to look brielly Into the comparaiive- 
ly new religion designated by its fol- 
lowers as the "Bah al Truth" which 
has in so short a time made Hums 
ands of converts among people in all 
civilized countries of the world. 

This religion although making the 
■pedal usual claim to recognition as 
a special revelation, is singularly 
free from other superstitions and is 
does not antagonize other "truths" 
but seeks to justify and harmonize 
them them all and also In its near 



origin 

11 about 184 
ad hi that country a (.-ache,- calli 

clples of universal brotherhood t 
lied with a philosophy ol evoluiion, 

He claimed that the great world 
religions do not contradict each other 
but supplement . ach other and 
they all embody much tile same 
truih expressed in different te r m ina l 
ogy, with diff. M at phases empha- 
sized or eliminated according to the 
needs of the people and the age. 

The ministry of "The Bab" la; ted 

cording to the conventional custom, 
by the martyrdom of this loader 
brought about by the Mohammedan 
clergy on a charge of heresy. Af- 
ter his martyrdom the followers were 
led by Baha rilah who und.r the 
most severe pe r aoe u ttona was exiled 
with some ot his follow, rs to Akka, 



mis cr.atioii i. 



exist 



i aey uo not ucuj a 
tuce, but 1 quote in substance from 
one wuo is tamlllar with their teach- 
ings on Ibis subject: ocll-coliscious 
lies- being tin reaull ol a -social ion 

ol mis nt Unite aaaeaoa witu Individ- 

Utl tonus .to. s not survive I lie dis 
solatia* of the body, while as Blind 



..jghtb. 



ibai . Ml again I would return to 
■latafll, but I felt that it was my 
dSJtl ... engage in other occupations 
that I first right myself of the theo- 
logical s. as whereon I had air, a.l.v 
almost found, red. 

It was during this long rest in ttM 
business world, with its spb ntlitl 

snpartantty tor elbow-contact with 



came to lay the real foaadatton 

my ib.ologi.al conclusions, ■ 

after another till in the MMttl 

Strata finally evolv. d into the i I 

rattan af m> "i><M>m of Dogma 

i he result was not IrnHMMIIt r. 
not until Fate compelled BH to ni 
^o aaothet terere and Una] atru 
with my convictions n C intll. i 
categorical standards di.l the l 
linall.v break and Ih. dawn ol i 
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1 Ibis 



•ellg- 



loaa plilloso|.hy he true or fnlse. If 
:., UeralL it serves to express the re- 
ligious sentiment. 

Bthtaal OOdea, instead of being or 
Iglaal revelations, are ttM result of 
ages Of human experience, evolved 
from our ideas of duly and re spoil - 



lelllg I 
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' his 



(and of world ex- 
pcrieejae and constitute In it tenden- 
cies which shall agam ue nianlfeaied 
..i otter human beings, while the 
iUdiftftual who dots not ham to rec- 
oaniap himself as a part oi the great 
schema but liv. s for bis wn personal 
gratlttoaUon aaa no hereafter except 
as tils ttettgbta and actions continue 
in iniluenci and effect to modify the 
general course of the life of humanity 
as a whole. 

individuals are compared to the 
iuyr|a*l< of leaves which fall and de- 
cay oily to enrich the soil for the 
l reduction of other forms; to the mil- 
lions of g. rms oi every species which 
never come to germination and the 
rant number of Imperfect forms sac- 
rificed at every step of evolution in 



t | anisbads. the llhagavud, the teach- 
ings of Zoroaster, Buddha, Mohamet, 
Christ and Baha Ullafa all declare the 
neneas of (iod. the brotherhood of 
.... ftud the byau.ll ol holiness, in 
,i IghU) (Hit. i. nt M ais thin Ibose 
employed by Knierson, Mrs. Eddy 



work for wages, part or all of i 
lay. according to their strength and 
ibilities, It would be much better than 
he legislation you propose, bin I hi 
li. ve legislation either way is against 
public policy and the principles upon 
which our government was founded." 

After reading this corresisin.l 
ttM OBI relied ion necessary Is thai 
banker gave It to the press for 
li, at ion. BOabttass under the latj 
sion that he had hand' .1 OUl Ooni 



THE EVOLUTION 

OF RELIGION 



Clergy Its Greatest Opponents But 
Ancient Science Becomes Religion 
Only With Theolofly Added. 

(Uy J. T. Patch) 
Some time ago. the author deliver- 
ed a lecture on this subject before 
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111, 'it admiring votaries would perhaps 
>e willing to admit impromptu. 

M. thinks if there came aloug the 
tatirpretar who could understand 
pert, t il., ill" r. iigio philosophical ver- 
biage of the Chrisiian S.i. mist, the 
pure, chaste, scientific terminology of 
Herbert spencer, the poitry of Whtt- 
m.ii and the fervent a iterance* of 
Baha Ilia, lie would read in the lan- 
guage of each and see demonstrated 
In the lives of .ach, this message: 
thai Mtf can I- entirely forgotten 
In an all embracing low. substituted 
for egoism as the motive |H»wer of 
human life. 



.(•nine of evolution is 
ancient, dating several 
fore tne Christ tan era. 
theory of evolution was 
development of the ea 
oneness of th nniverae. flPljf dual 

islic theory finally obtai 
dency and has since 
throughout the civilized 

Charles Darwin has been the great 
leader of niodtro times In evolution 
philosophy. Herbert S|»encer, Tyn- 
dal. Huxxley and Haeckel also have 




! the 



HOW THE DOOM 



death the followers have looked to 
his eon. Abbas Bffendi, as their spir- 
Itaal leader and example, though he 
makes no claim lor himself but that 
of "Servant of Cod." 

Abbas Bffendi is still a slate pris 
on. r in Akka but his teachings are 

Children waone paranta are too 

poor to educate them are educated 
Ut public expense and th. 



ad i 



lata i 



which was iu. pride of the confer 

elite and one winch vvas regarded as 
an especial prise, had requested thut 
the bishop send a,.- to them, to mlnl- 
Bti i at th. a pastor, II was thought 
that when .hat solemn hour arrived, 
which is always Hie hour of contrl- 
Hon and LremuloUS ami. ipat 



have taught and deendeii this philos- 
Opfcy, They bad the advantages of 
the oataral sciences in carrying on 
their researches— of which the an- 
cients practically knew nothing; to 
them evolution was a mem specula- 
tion All the natural sciences are 
in harmony with evolution phllloso 
phy. The development of any science 
or of any new truth, is evolution. 

The philosophy of evolution W that 
matter is eternal, and that all forms 
of organisms, including man, have 
been evolved from primordial condi- 
tions, iu opposition to the theory of 
Instantaneous creation by a |>ersonal 
it v who devised, planned and purpos 
ed. Kvolution is the world -science, 
as distinguished from the other 
sciences. 

Th" gn at, st opponents of evolution 



ttal i 
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eii I of any religious teaching. lie- 
gradaajlj follows the moral Im- 
pulse of public sentiment. The same 
is i rue of language, which was i 
claimed to be a reveUtion. The w 



lUtiOU. Kvolution < niphasiz, s mental 
llcxibillty and purpose to accept and 
assimilate at w ihoughls and new dis- 
coveries, am! to progr, ss. 



RELICOIN 

IS ROBBERY REDUCED TO 
A SCIENCE 



Chrisianity Produces Only Grown 
Children Who Believe in an Omni- 
potent Santa Claus Waiting to 
Fill Their Stockings With 
Harps And Crowns. 

t liy .lain, s A 



nothing thrive.-, so vigorously as ras- 
cality. By rascality I mean every 
word, look gesture and action which 
has for its object the deception of 
others for the purpose of robbing 



diiced I', a science, and the votaries 
^>f every religion as h.-pocrires pre- 
tending to believe things which they 
not only do not believe but which 
they can not believe. 

The average human mind Is not so 
foolish ns it seems to be or as we for 
the most part think it is. The world 
has had millions of philosophers ba- 

— millions of thinkers win para wise 
enough to worship when it was dan- 
gerous to scoff, and M eats I li ad *n"ug|, 
to conform when it was disastrous to 
dissent. Ask any one if he helirves in 
the fairy tales of his childhood and he 
will tell you no; ask him why and he 
will look at you In a wondering way 
as If he thought you regarded him as 
a fool. But ask the same person of he 
believes it* Christ ianit. . a system of 

mparatttion whose dootrtnaa and mir 
acles. are art n more absurd that the 
wildest extravaganzas of fairy lore, 
and lie win any >' a had 

anpknttaaily than he has just said no. 
In a world in which nothing liap- 



••»• 1,1 '"' ,vli K i< "' "larveh.us vitality of all superstition?) 

in He am. sense. Creed and dogma in omnipotent and omnipresent ras- 

Hiv n,,i r. llglon. hut nK-Hiods of ex- ralltv! In the seneral ten-l 



ttai axpaaaa of some one etaa, aonoaa 
ptbtaaaal of which is asanred by 
nothing so easily and so certainly ns 
religion All actual or would be thieves 
ate solemn. ajj| their viriiius solemnly 
submit, in the vain hope that thev. too 
will get some of 1 1„. s|loi | s . th,. form of 

thievery becoming outlaw, d or extinct 
only When a majority of mankind real- 
ize there Is nothing in it lor then 
Then primitive man is historically re- 
rented ns a solemn cannibal, which ha 
outgrew to become pious plunderer 
and in our own times a Christian slav,- 
driver. In fact, everything the human 
lac has done, was done religiously, 
'•\c, pt discover truth' 

There is no possible crime that has 
not be. n deified and worshiped as a 
god. Even highway robbery had its 
<a>d in Hercules, and the votaries of 
lust thronged the temples of Venus 
and Aphrodite. Greece in the golden 
ag, „i its glory, had thousands of 

templet dedicated tn prostitution, and 
when her soldiers went forth to mur- 
der their millions, they did so in the 
name of llellona mid .Mars. Ixiok at 
■UCh people as Hie Aztecs and their 
bloodthirsty divinities. victims of 
which were as eager to die on th.ir 
alters as their priests were to sacrifice 
i hem. Ixxik at the Jagannath cars of 
In, lit. and lite child-eating crocodiles 
of their sacred rivers, the burning of 
wives alive with the bodies of their 
dead husbands, to say nothing of the 
millions of others whom Superstition 
actually devoured in countless ways! 

Not, however, have all these things, 
monstrously diabolical though they 
are. happened because the masses of 
men did not know it was foolish. Ras- 
cality, indeed, teaches us to say— not 
to think — th.it they were boneatly mis 
taken, but Intellectuality, which lias 
i,,, cause to serve but its own, teaches 
ns lo say as well as to think that the 
votaries of superstition ate the victims 
of their own duplicity. The evidence 
is nbundant and the proof simple. 

Take your own dally life and ex- 
amine it a little. Some one calls you 
a liar, sincerely designating you per- 
haps as that which yon really are. 



and furtive ghmclngs about, and the 
Truth yon were about to utter slinks 
nway into the Soul-depths whence it 
eame' Thus thrive all f.tes. little and 
big. and thus fallens nil Superstition 
until grown so great It falls or Its own 
weight, to tat swept utt.rlv and for- 
ev. r away by sudden volcanic Truth- 
iii.h.avels from universal B—1 dlfttl 
—inevitable cataclysmic annihilation 
of whole systems of Lies! A lie. big 
or little, has a life lo live, and it will 
not be abandoned lo perish until it 



like 



rdy left < 



door-steps. must struggle against 
nameless difficulties to make Its way 
in the world, nor will men doff their 
hats until Its victorious banner is seen 
■j lug over the field of Krror. 
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ailing superstition concerning pet 
sonal honor and dignity compels you 
•trikl or kill. It even compels you 
to assail a physical giant who you 
know in advance Is likely to kill you. 
us an insult will force cowards. 
Who inward searched have livers 
white a 



•cidel 



thai 



liS. Men's 



m. 



his Hi. 



i- 'graph 



according to 
marked by rare [.purity . sw eet niss, 
gentleness and the spirit of absolute 
non-resistance. The iton of his 
life reads like a fairy tale, but ran 
not b. enured imo hare, lor want of 
space. These p. ople are simple iu 
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Hie 
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tclnd e 



the list th, Bkter 01 my djatan 

slow!.' root and (Iceland that 

HhMi I ad 'i' 1 id. .1 10 locate," win 
hi the parlance of the church una 

that 1 :a 1 r si' 'i - o to ratir • Croat t 

miniM: S roaM aa4*ai pad i 

motive 1 as 11 ^iii 1 had set r 



Their Hook of Law s a.h is. s mono- 
gamic marring, and the I,, levers 
practice it, though polygamy Is the 

custom in Persia. Ilivorci is lo be 
grunted on the demand of . ill,, i party 
after a preliminary separation of one 
year, these people arguing that fori 
(he individual to live the BMHl use- 
ful life, he BUM) ba MttaBad, and free) 
from Hie distracting toJaanoea of dis- 

A tuicher educaling a child M B gfa n 
a claim on his future lahnritinoad 

Kvcrv one must work and if work 
can uot be secured It is provided by 
the authorities. 

Their Idea of a Supreme bt bag is 
not a personality bin an eaaenoo, Life 
exists iu the creation of enters or 
consciousness and intelligence in H.is 
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that IK'. Iu, 1 1 ;. It • . . mine :. .l ie 
Instim 1 and ambition which had 
made in.- yearn for "th- lletlhl Oft j' 
Bgypt. and hence in? r odu and 
startling n solution. 

But the I. w knew; the few who 
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vv 1h.1t I could endure 
That 1 had be 
n who sincerely 
nd struggled to 
do so with Im 



tyriion, ,,i th i hi retlc'l glory; so quiet- 
ly I r< f-oiv. ii upon retirement to await 
a I,- 1 • r .lay when perhaps a yion 



I 10 cast Ignotay on the phil- 
osophy of . volution with the belief 
1 hat it is antagonistic to religion; 
ttM same kind of UpgoaltiOB that was 
made againsi against the discoveries 
of Copernicus. OalltaO and Kepler 
Many Ixx.ks have been written with 
the view 10 harmonising .voliftion 
with theology; this shows a tendency 
10 accept the teachings of evolution 
wiih the gradual fading away of op- 



The mist (inception of what 
is, and the antagonisms of super- 
stition, are the real enemies of evolu- 
tion, as well as or all progress. Ev- 
olution is not in conflict with any 
religion, but with ancient science that 
is taught as religion. Instead ot 
evoluiion being hostile to religion, 
ii explains the .volution of religion 
and the pposition it receiver, con- 
firms evolution philosophy. Kvolution 



the law of change. The doctrinal 
.1. meats ar» transient and evolving, 
but religion is a subjective principle 
iu human nature always remains. 

Ancient philosophy called Christian 
doctrine Is not necessarily religion: 
being ancient science, it is religion 
only whin made so by theology. It 
can be subs: it ulo.l bv modern science. 



■ctuallv as In who believes tht't 111 
ie beginning Hod created the hea- 
ann and earth Hemline piety, wh. li- 
ver it exists. Is always 
ilnds of low 

pretend pjpty, 

minds of h 

sincere Christian Is a full -grown child 
who believes in the Santa Clans called 
Hod who is going to (111 his stockings 
with harps and crowns and life ever- 
lasting in •the sweet bye and bye!" 
The make-believe Christian is simply 
a nana] who chooses lo live off the 
sweat of others miner UMU sweal of 
his own. 

The public m«n of . very age have 
for the most part pretended to believe 
in the prevailing sup. rstil ion. Cicero, 
one of the greatest of Unmans, was 
a high priest of paganism, for such 
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however, did not believe in the super 
stitlons whose robes he wore ami 
mtimmerv he mouthed, for it was he 
who salt) that he did not understand 
how two priests could pass each other 
without smiling! Long before Cicero 
was lH>rn. Lucretius had written his 
IKX-tn on, "The Nature of Things;" 
and even liefore Lucretius, the wisest 
of the Hre.-ks had torn the 
llglon to shreds; in split of which. 



Wherein, then, is to be found the 
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